
When Battered Women Kill: Uncovering the
Hidden Truth
For more than three decades, Angela Browne's groundbreaking work has
challenged the prevailing view of domestic violence and its aftermath,
particularly when it leads to the death of an abuser. "When Battered
Women Kill" is a powerful and eye-opening account that delves into the
complex and often misunderstood experiences of battered women who
take the lives of their tormentors.
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The Cycle of Violence

Domestic violence is a pervasive problem that affects millions of women
every year. It is a pattern of physical, sexual, emotional, and psychological
abuse that can have devastating consequences for victims. In the United
States, one in four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime.

The cycle of violence often begins with tension building in the relationship.
The abuser may become increasingly controlling and possessive, and may
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begin to use verbal or physical abuse to intimidate and control their partner.
As the violence escalates, the victim may become isolated from friends and
family, and may feel trapped and alone.

The Decision to Kill

The decision to kill an abuser is never easy. It is often made in a moment of
desperation, when the victim feels that she has no other way to escape the
violence. Battered women who kill their abusers are often acting in self-
defense, or in defense of their children.

In many cases, battered women who kill their abusers have been subjected
to years of physical and emotional abuse. They may have been threatened
with death or serious injury, and may have feared for their own safety or the
safety of their children.

The Aftermath

The aftermath of a battered woman killing her abuser is often complex and
difficult. The victim may be arrested and charged with murder, and may
face a lengthy prison sentence. Even if she is not charged with a crime, she
may still face social stigma and ostracism.

The children of battered women who kill their abusers may also suffer from
trauma and emotional distress. They may have witnessed the violence
firsthand, and may have been subjected to abuse themselves. They may
also struggle with feelings of guilt and shame.

Angela Browne's Research

Angela Browne's groundbreaking research has helped to shed light on the
experiences of battered women who kill their abusers. Browne has



interviewed hundreds of battered women, and has documented their
experiences in her book, "When Battered Women Kill."

Browne's research has found that battered women who kill their abusers
are often acting in self-defense. They are often victims of long-term, severe
abuse, and they may have feared for their own safety or the safety of their
children.

Browne's work has also challenged the prevailing view that battered
women are mentally ill or violent. She has found that battered women who
kill their abusers are typically nonviolent people who are acting in self-
defense.

"When Battered Women Kill" is a powerful and eye-opening account of the
experiences of battered women who kill their abusers. Browne's research
has helped to shed light on this complex and often misunderstood issue.

Browne's work has also helped to change the way that battered women are
treated by the criminal justice system. In many states, battered women who
kill their abusers are now eligible for self-defense defenses.

"When Battered Women Kill" is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the complex issue of domestic violence. It is a powerful and
eye-opening account that challenges the prevailing view of battered women
and their abusers.
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