
The Politics of Manufactured Outrage:
Hypocrisy in Action
In the realm of contemporary politics, the cynical exploitation of emotions
has become a pervasive and insidious phenomenon. Enter the concept of
manufactured outrage, where politicians, media outlets, and special interest
groups deliberately engineer controversies to manipulate public opinion
and advance their own agendas.
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Unmasking the Anatomy of Manufactured Outrage

Manufactured outrage is a carefully orchestrated process that follows a
predictable pattern:

1. Identification of a Target: A seemingly offensive or provocative
statement, action, or event is identified or created.
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2. Media Amplification: The story is amplified and disseminated through
various media channels, often with exaggerated or distorted details.

3. Public Outcry: The public is whipped into a frenzy of indignation,
often fueled by a barrage of social media posts and news coverage.

4. Political Exploitation: Politicians and interest groups seize the
opportunity to condemn the target and promote their own agendas,
often using the outrage as a justification for new policies or regulations.

The Insidious Effects of Manufactured Outrage

Manufactured outrage has a corrosive impact on society:

Polarization and Division: By pitting one group against another,
manufactured outrage exacerbates social and political divisions.

Erosion of Trust in Institutions: When the public perceives that
controversies are being artificially created, they lose faith in the legitimacy
of media, politicians, and other institutions.

Distraction from Real Issues: Manufactured outrage can distract public
attention from more pressing and complex problems that require nuanced
discussion and solutions.

Examples of Manufactured Outrage

Numerous examples have emerged in recent years:

The Starbucks "Red Cup" Controversy: A minor change to
Starbucks' holiday cup design fueled a manufactured outrage



campaign against the company for allegedly waging a "war on
Christmas."

The Gillette "Toxic Masculinity" Campaign: A provocative
advertisement by Gillette was met with manufactured outrage from
conservative groups who accused the company of attacking traditional
masculinity.

The NFL National Anthem Controversy: The protests by NFL
players during the national anthem were manufactured into a
controversy by politicians and media outlets, who accused the players
of disrespecting the flag.

Unveiling the Hypocrisy

The hypocrisy in action lies in the fact that those who manufacture outrage
often engage in the very behaviors they condemn:

Political Double Standards: Politicians may accuse their opponents of
hypocrisy while engaging in similar or worse conduct themselves.

Media Bias: News outlets may selectively report on certain controversies
while ignoring or downplaying others that do not fit their preferred narrative.

Special Interest Influence: Lobbying groups and corporate interests may
fund and promote manufactured outrage campaigns to advance their own
agendas.

A Call for Critical Thinking

Combating manufactured outrage requires critical thinking and media
literacy. Citizens should:



Question Motives: Consider the source of the outrage and their
potential hidden agendas.

Seek Diverse Perspectives: Allow for multiple perspectives and avoid
getting caught up in echo chambers.

Examine Evidence: Critically evaluate the evidence supporting the
outrage, including whether it is factually accurate and presented fairly.

Resist Emotional Manipulation: Recognize attempts to manipulate
emotions and focus on rational discourse.

Manufactured outrage is a dangerous and manipulative tactic that
undermines public discourse, polarizes society, and erodes trust in
institutions. By exposing the hypocrisy and underlying motives behind
these engineered controversies, we can inoculate ourselves against their
corrosive effects and reclaim a more rational and informed public dialogue.
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