
Sonic History of the Moravian Missions in
Early Pennsylvania: Music, Nature, and Place
In the early 18th century, a group of Moravian missionaries from Europe
arrived in Pennsylvania. They established a series of missions among the
Native Americans, where they sought to convert them to Christianity. The
Moravians were also passionate about music, and they brought their
musical traditions with them to the New World. As a result, the Moravian
missions in Pennsylvania became centers of musical activity. The
missionaries composed and performed a wide range of music, including
hymns, anthems, and instrumental pieces. They also taught music to the
Native Americans, and they helped to develop a new musical tradition that
blended European and Native American elements.

Moravian Soundscapes: A Sonic History of the
Moravian Missions in Early Pennsylvania (Music,
Nature, Place) by Sarah Justina Eyerly

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 61316 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 290 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

The Moravian missions in Pennsylvania were not only centers of musical
activity, but they were also important places for the study of nature. The
missionaries were fascinated by the natural world, and they wrote
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extensively about the plants, animals, and landscapes of Pennsylvania.
They also made a number of important scientific discoveries, including the
identification of new species of plants and animals. The Moravian missions
in Pennsylvania were also important places for the development of place.
The missionaries created a sense of place through their music, their
writings, and their daily lives. They built beautiful churches and houses, and
they planted gardens and orchards. They also established schools and
hospitals, and they provided a variety of social services to the Native
Americans. As a result, the Moravian missions in Pennsylvania became
important centers of community and culture.

The Moravian missions in Pennsylvania had a profound influence on the
development of American music, nature, and place. The missionaries'
music helped to shape the sound of early American music, and their
writings about nature helped to shape the way Americans thought about the
natural world. The Moravians' sense of place helped to create a sense of
community and culture in Pennsylvania, and their work continues to inspire
people today.

The Moravian Missions in Early Pennsylvania

The Moravian missions in early Pennsylvania were part of a larger
movement of Moravian missionaries who were sent to the New World to
convert Native Americans to Christianity. The Moravians were a Protestant
denomination that had been founded in Bohemia in the 15th century. They
believed in the importance of music, education, and social service, and
they were committed to living a simple and communal life. The Moravians
first arrived in Pennsylvania in 1734, and they quickly established a number
of missions among the Native Americans. The most important of these
missions was Bethlehem, which was founded in 1741. Bethlehem became



the center of Moravian activity in Pennsylvania, and it was home to a large
church, a school, and a hospital. The Moravians also established missions
in other parts of Pennsylvania, including Nazareth, Lititz, and York.

The Moravian missionaries were successful in converting many Native
Americans to Christianity. They also played an important role in the
development of early Pennsylvania. The Moravians were among the first
Europeans to settle in the interior of Pennsylvania, and they helped to open
up the region to settlement. They also established schools and hospitals,
and they provided a variety of social services to the Native Americans. As a
result, the Moravian missions in Pennsylvania had a profound influence on
the development of the state.

The Music of the Moravian Missions

The Moravians were passionate about music, and they brought their
musical traditions with them to the New World. The Moravians composed
and performed a wide range of music, including hymns, anthems, and
instrumental pieces. They also taught music to the Native Americans, and
they helped to develop a new musical tradition that blended European and
Native American elements.

The Moravian music of early Pennsylvania was characterized by its
simplicity and beauty. The Moravians used a variety of instruments,
including the violin, the flute, and the organ. They also sang a cappella, and
they often used harmonies in their music. The Moravian music was often
used for worship, but it was also used for social and recreational purposes.
The Moravians often held concerts and musicales, and they also performed
music for weddings, funerals, and other special occasions.



The Moravian music of early Pennsylvania had a profound influence on the
development of American music. The Moravians were among the first
Europeans to compose and perform music in the New World, and their
music helped to shape the sound of early American music. The Moravians
also helped to spread the love of music throughout Pennsylvania, and their
music continues to be enjoyed by people today.

The Nature of the Moravian Missions

The Moravian missionaries were fascinated by the natural world, and they
wrote extensively about the plants, animals, and landscapes of
Pennsylvania. They also made a number of important scientific discoveries,
including the identification of new species of plants and animals.

The Moravians believed that the natural world was a reflection of God's
glory. They saw the beauty of nature as a sign of God's love, and they
believed that the study of nature could help them to understand God better.
The Moravians also believed that the natural world was a source of healing
and inspiration. They often spent time in nature, and they found that it
helped them to connect with God and to renew their spirits.

The Moravians' love of nature is evident in their writings. They wrote
poems, hymns, and essays about the beauty of the natural world. They
also created beautiful gardens and orchards, and they planted trees and
flowers around their churches and homes. The Moravians' love of nature
helped to create a sense of place in Pennsylvania. They saw the natural
world as their home, and they worked to protect and preserve it.

The Place of the Moravian Missions



The Moravian missions in Pennsylvania were important places for the
development of place. The missionaries created a sense of place through
their music, their writings, and their daily lives. They built beautiful churches
and houses, and they planted gardens and orchards. They also established
schools and hospitals, and they provided a variety of social services to the
Native Americans. As a result, the Moravian missions in Pennsylvania
became important centers of community and culture.

The Moravians believed that place was important for human flourishing.
They believed that people needed a place to belong, and they worked to
create a sense of place in their missions. The Moravians also believed that
place was important for worship. They believed that the natural world was a
sacred space, and they often held worship services outdoors. The
Moravians' sense of place helped to create a sense of community and
culture in Pennsylvania, and their work continues to inspire people today.

The Moravian missions in early Pennsylvania were important centers of
music, nature, and place. The missionaries' music helped to shape the
sound of early American music, their writings about nature helped to shape
the way Americans thought about the natural world, and their sense of
place helped to create a sense of community and culture in Pennsylvania.
The Moravians' work continues to inspire people today, and their legacy is
a reminder of the importance of music, nature, and place in human life.
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