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The Impossible Revolution is a gripping account of the Portuguese
Revolution of 1974, a tumultuous period that saw the overthrow of the
authoritarian Estado Novo regime and the establishment of democracy.

Drawing on extensive research and interviews with key participants, Phil
Mailer provides a vivid and comprehensive account of the events that led to
the revolution. He traces the roots of the regime's unpopularity, including its
repressive policies and economic stagnation, and examines the rise of
opposition movements, both within Portugal and abroad.
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The book's title, The Impossible Revolution, reflects the widespread
skepticism that existed at the time about the prospects for a successful
revolution in Portugal. The country had a long history of authoritarianism,
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and there were fears that any attempt to overthrow the regime would lead
to chaos and instability.

However, Mailer argues that the revolution was made possible by a unique
combination of factors, including the weakness of the regime, the strength
of the opposition, and the international support for democracy. He also
credits the Portuguese people with their courage and determination in the
face of adversity.

The Impossible Revolution is a must-read for anyone interested in the
history of Portugal, revolutions, or democracy. Mailer's vivid prose and
insightful analysis make this book an essential addition to any library.

Key Features

Comprehensive account of the Portuguese Revolution of 1974

Drawing on extensive research and interviews with key participants

Vivid and engaging narrative

Insightful analysis of the causes and consequences of the revolution

Essential reading for anyone interested in the history of Portugal,
revolutions, or democracy
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Phil Mailer is a British historian and journalist. He is the author of several
books on Portuguese history, including The Liberation of Portugal and The
Portuguese Revolution.

Reviews



"An excellent account of a fascinating and important period in Portuguese
history."—The Guardian

"Mailer's book is a valuable contribution to the study of the Portuguese
Revolution."—The Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in the history of Portugal, revolutions, or
democracy."—The Independent
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All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system, without written permission from the publisher.

About the Publisher

The book is published by Hurst & Company, a leading publisher of
academic and general interest books.
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