
Journey Through Time: Uncover the Rich
History of Southern Arkansas University's
Campus

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Magnolia, Arkansas, Southern Arkansas
University (SAU) stands as a testament to a legacy of academic excellence
and a vibrant campus community. As we embark on a historical odyssey, let
us delve into the captivating tapestry of SAU's campus, where every brick
and mortar whispers tales of its extraordinary journey.
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The Genesis of a University

The story of SAU unfolds in the early 20th century, during an era of
educational expansion across the American South. Recognizing the need
for higher education in their community, the citizens of Magnolia rallied
together to establish a junior college in 1909. It was named Magnolia A&M
College, reflecting its focus on agriculture and mechanical arts.

With a modest enrollment of just 67 students, Magnolia A&M College
began its humble existence in three wooden buildings situated on the
outskirts of town. However, the institution's aspirations were as lofty as the
pine trees that dotted the landscape. In 1925, the college's name was
changed to Southern State Teachers College, reflecting its expanded
mission to train teachers for the growing educational needs of the region.

The Ascendance to University Status

As the years passed, Southern State Teachers College continued to grow
in size and reputation. Its curriculum expanded to include a wider range of
academic disciplines, and its faculty became renowned for their dedication
to teaching and research. In 1971, the college reached a significant
milestone when the Arkansas General Assembly granted it full university
status.
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The elevation to university status ushered in a new era of growth and
development for the institution. Its name was changed to Southern
Arkansas University, and it assumed the role of a major regional university
serving the educational needs of southwest Arkansas.

A Campus Transformed

Over the decades, the SAU campus has undergone a remarkable
transformation. The original wooden buildings have given way to modern,
state-of-the-art facilities that cater to the needs of a diverse student body.
The campus has expanded to encompass more than 1,300 acres, dotted
with academic buildings, residence halls, athletic complexes, and scenic
green spaces.

One of the most iconic landmarks on campus is the Administration Building,
an imposing structure that houses the university's administrative offices.
Built in 1927, this Neoclassical building has witnessed countless milestones
in SAU's history and remains a symbol of its tradition and prestige.

Another architectural gem is the Reynolds Center, a sprawling complex that
serves as the focal point of student life. This impressive facility houses a
fitness center, an indoor track, a gymnasium, and a student union,
providing students with ample opportunities for recreation, socialization,
and campus engagement.

SAU's campus is also home to a vibrant arts community. The Jackson B.
Davis Fine Arts Center showcases student and faculty artwork in its
galleries and hosts a variety of performances in its theater and concert hall.

A Legacy of Leadership



Throughout its history, SAU has been guided by a succession of visionary
leaders who have shaped its destiny. One of the most influential was Dr.
James A. Massengale, who served as president from 1968 to 1995. Under
his leadership, SAU experienced unprecedented growth and development,
including the establishment of new academic programs, the construction of
new campus facilities, and the expansion of graduate education.

Another notable figure in SAU's history is Dr. David Davies, who served as
president from 1995 to 2008. During his tenure, SAU further enhanced its
reputation as a premier regional university. He oversaw the construction of
the Reynolds Center, the expansion of the library, and the establishment of
the Center for Economic and Business Development.

A Community of Scholars

At the heart of SAU's success lies its unwavering commitment to academic
excellence. The university's faculty are nationally recognized for their
expertise in teaching and research, and they are dedicated to providing a
transformative educational experience for their students.

SAU offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate degree programs,
including those in the arts and sciences, business, education, health
sciences, and agriculture. Its academic programs are accredited by
regional and national organizations, ensuring the high quality of education.

In addition to its academic rigor, SAU is known for its research endeavors.
The university's faculty conduct cutting-edge research in a variety of fields,
including plant biotechnology, education, and healthcare. This research
contributes to the advancement of knowledge and benefits the wider
community.



A Vibrant Campus Community

SAU's campus community is a vibrant tapestry of diverse cultures,
backgrounds, and experiences. Students come from all walks of life, and
they are united by their shared pursuit of knowledge and their passion for
their university.

The university offers a wide range of extracurricular activities, clubs, and
organizations that cater to the interests of its students. From student
government to intramural sports, there is something for everyone to enjoy.

SAU's campus is also a hub for cultural events and performances. The
university regularly hosts lectures, concerts, art exhibitions, and theatrical
productions, enriching the lives of students and the surrounding community.

A Promising Future

As SAU looks towards the future, it stands poised to continue its legacy of
academic excellence and community engagement. The university is
committed to providing its students with the skills and knowledge they need
to succeed in a rapidly changing world.

SAU is also investing in its campus, with plans to enhance its academic
facilities, expand its student housing, and develop new programs to meet
the evolving needs of its students.

With its rich history, dedicated faculty, and vibrant campus community,
Southern Arkansas University is poised to continue to play a vital role in the
educational and economic landscape of southwest Arkansas for
generations to come.



Epilogue: Embracing the Past, Shaping the Future

The story of SAU is one of resilience, innovation, and unwavering
commitment to serving its community. From its humble beginnings as a
junior college to its present-day status as a major regional university, SAU
has stood the test of time and emerged as a beacon of educational
excellence.

As we delve into the depths of SAU's campus history, we are reminded of
the countless individuals who have shaped its destiny. We are inspired by
the legacy they have left behind and the enduring impact they have had on
the lives of countless students.

The future of SAU is bright, filled with promise and potential. With its
unwavering commitment to academic excellence, its vibrant campus
community, and its dedicated faculty and staff, SAU will continue to
embrace the past while shaping the future, transforming the lives of its
students and the wider community for generations to come.
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