
How The First Group Of Girls Rewrote The
Rules Of An Ivy League Giant

In the fall of 1969, 150 young women arrived on the campus of Brown
University, ready to make history. They were the first women to attend the
Ivy League school, and they were determined to prove that they belonged.

It was not easy. The women faced discrimination and resistance from some
faculty members and students. They were told that they were not as smart
as the men, that they did not belong in the classroom, and that they would
never be able to succeed in the male-dominated world of academia.
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But the women refused to be discouraged. They studied hard, they
participated in class, and they proved that they were just as capable as the
men. They formed study groups, they supported each other, and they
refused to let anyone tell them that they could not succeed.

By the time they graduated, the women had made a lasting impact on
Brown University. They had shattered stereotypes, they had proven that
women were just as capable as men, and they had paved the way for
generations of women to come.

The story of the first group of women at Brown University is an inspiring
tale of grit, determination, and the power of education to change lives. It is
a story that should be told and retold, so that we can all be inspired by the
courage and determination of these trailblazing women.

The Early Years
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The decision to admit women to Brown University was not an easy one.
The school had been founded in 1764 as a men's college, and there was a
great deal of resistance to the idea of admitting women.

But in the late 1960s, as the women's movement gained momentum,
Brown began to reconsider its policy. In 1969, the school announced that it
would begin admitting women the following fall.

The first group of women to enter Brown University was a diverse group.
They came from all over the country, and they had a wide range of
backgrounds and experiences.

Some of the women were the first in their families to attend college. Others
were from wealthy families and had attended prestigious prep schools.

But despite their differences, the women were united by a common goal:
they wanted to prove that they belonged at Brown University.

Overcoming Discrimination

The women faced discrimination from the moment they arrived on campus.
Some faculty members refused to teach them, and some students
harassed them.

The women were also excluded from many of the social activities that were
open to male students. They were not allowed to join fraternities or
sororities, and they were not invited to many of the parties and social
events.

But the women refused to be discouraged. They formed their own social
groups, and they organized their own activities.



They also reached out to female faculty members and administrators for
support. These women became mentors and role models for the first group
of women at Brown.

Making a Difference

By the time they graduated, the women had made a lasting impact on
Brown University. They had shattered stereotypes, they had proven that
women were just as capable as men, and they had paved the way for
generations of women to come.

The women went on to successful careers in a variety of fields, including
academia, law, medicine, and business.

They also became leaders in the women's movement, and they continued
to fight for equality for women.

The story of the first group of women at Brown University is an inspiring
tale of grit, determination, and the power of education to change lives.

It is a story that should be told and retold, so that we can all be inspired by
the courage and determination of these trailblazing women.
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