
From Gobbledygook to Clearly Written Annual
IEP Goals: The Ultimate Guide for Parents and
Educators
IEP goals are an essential part of the IEP process. They provide a roadmap
for your child's progress and help ensure that they are receiving the
services and support they need to succeed. However, writing clear and
concise IEP goals can be a challenge, especially for parents and educators
who are new to the process.

This comprehensive guide will provide you with everything you need to
know about writing effective annual IEP goals. We will cover the basics of
IEP goals, including what they are, why they are important, and who is
responsible for writing them. We will also provide step-by-step instructions
on how to write clear and concise goals, as well as real-life examples and
expert advice.
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What are IEP Goals?

IEP goals are statements that describe what your child is expected to learn
or achieve during the school year. They are based on your child's individual
needs and strengths, and they should be specific, measurable, attainable,
relevant, and time-bound (SMART).

IEP goals are divided into two categories: academic goals and functional
goals.

Academic goals focus on your child's academic progress in areas
such as reading, writing, and math.

Functional goals focus on your child's ability to perform everyday
tasks, such as dressing, eating, and communicating.

Why are IEP Goals Important?

IEP goals are important because they:

Provide a roadmap for your child's progress

Help ensure that your child is receiving the services and support they
need to succeed

Allow you to track your child's progress and make necessary
adjustments

Help you and your child's IEP team stay focused on what is important

Who is Responsible for Writing IEP Goals?

The IEP team is responsible for writing IEP goals. The team typically
includes the following members:



The child's parents

The child's teacher

A special education teacher

A related service provider (such as a speech-language pathologist or
occupational therapist)

The school principal or other administrator

The IEP team should work together to develop goals that are specific to the
child's individual needs and strengths. Parents should be actively involved
in the goal-writing process, as they know their child best.

How to Write Clear and Concise Annual IEP Goals

Follow these steps to write clear and concise annual IEP goals:

1. Start with a verb. The verb should describe what the child is expected
to learn or achieve.

2. Be specific. The goal should be specific enough so that everyone
knows exactly what the child is expected to do.

3. Be measurable. The goal should be measurable so that you can track
the child's progress.

4. Be attainable. The goal should be attainable so that the child is
motivated to achieve it.

5. Be relevant. The goal should be relevant to the child's individual
needs and strengths.



6. Be time-bound. The goal should have a specific timeline so that you
can track the child's progress.

Here are some examples of clear and concise annual IEP goals:

The student will be able to read at a grade level of 3.0 by the end of
the school year.

The student will be able to write a five-paragraph essay without errors
in grammar and punctuation by the end of the school year.

The student will be able to solve one-step math problems with 100%
accuracy by the end of the school year.

The student will be able to dress independently by the end of the
school year.

The student will be able to communicate using sign language with
100% accuracy by the end of the school year.

Expert Advice

Here are some expert tips for writing effective annual IEP goals:

Use simple language. The goals should be easy to understand for
everyone involved.

Be positive. The goals should be positive and motivating for the child.

Focus on the child's strengths. The goals should be based on the
child's individual needs and strengths.

Set realistic goals. The goals should be challenging but attainable.



Review the goals regularly. The goals should be reviewed regularly
to ensure that they are still appropriate and that the child is making
progress.

Writing clear and concise annual IEP goals is essential for ensuring that
your child receives the services and support they need to succeed. By
following the steps outlined in this guide, you can help your child reach their
full potential.

Additional Resources

IEP Goals: A Guide for Parents

Understanding IEP Goals

IEP Goals: Writing SMART IEP Goals
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