
Essential Surgery: A Vital Resource for
Improving Surgical Care Worldwide
Surgery plays a critical role in global health, addressing a vast array of
conditions that affect millions of people. However, access to safe and timely
surgical care remains a significant challenge in many low- and middle-
income countries.

The third edition of Disease Control Priorities (DCP3),a landmark
publication from the World Health Organization (WHO),includes a
comprehensive volume dedicated to Essential Surgery. This volume
provides a roadmap for strengthening surgical systems, improving surgical
outcomes, and reducing surgical disparities worldwide.
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A Comprehensive Blueprint for Surgical Care

The Essential Surgery volume of DCP3 is a comprehensive guide that
covers the following key areas:
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Surgical Services: Discusses the essential surgical services that
should be available to all populations, including emergency and
elective surgery, trauma care, and cancer surgery.

Surgical Workforce: Examines the need for an adequate surgical
workforce, including surgeons, nurses, and other healthcare
professionals.

Surgical Infrastructure: Highlights the infrastructure requirements for
safe and effective surgical care, such as operating rooms, equipment,
and supplies.

Surgical Technology: Reviews the latest surgical technologies and
their potential to improve surgical outcomes.

Surgical Policy: Explores policies that promote access to essential
surgery, including financing, insurance, and regulation.

The volume also includes country case studies that demonstrate how
essential surgery interventions have improved surgical care and health
outcomes in various settings.

Empowering Surgical Care Providers

The Essential Surgery volume of DCP3 is an essential resource for surgical
care providers worldwide. It provides evidence-based guidance on how to
improve surgical services, train surgical personnel, and optimize surgical
infrastructure. The volume also includes a wealth of practical tools, such as
surgical checklists, protocols, and assessment tools.

Reducing Surgical Disparities



Essential Surgery is committed to reducing surgical disparities and
improving access to surgical care for all. The volume includes strategies for
addressing the specific needs of vulnerable populations, such as women,
children, the elderly, and those living in rural areas. It also emphasizes the
importance of collaboration and partnerships between healthcare
professionals, policymakers, and community organizations.

Promoting Sustainable Surgical Systems

The Essential Surgery volume of DCP3 recognizes the need for
sustainable surgical systems that can provide high-quality surgical care
over the long term. The volume discusses strategies for building resilient
surgical systems, strengthening health information systems, and improving
surgical outcomes through research and innovation.

The Essential Surgery volume of DCP3 is a comprehensive resource that
provides a roadmap for strengthening surgical systems and improving
surgical outcomes worldwide. It is an essential tool for surgical care
providers, policymakers, and anyone committed to improving global health.

By empowering surgical care providers and reducing surgical disparities,
Essential Surgery is helping to ensure that all people have access to the
surgical care they need to live healthy and productive lives.

Call to Action: Download the Essential Surgery volume of DCP3 today
and join the movement to improve surgical care worldwide.

Image Alt Text: Cover of the Disease Control Priorities Third Edition
Volume Essential Surgery book.
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