Common Core and More: A Comprehensive
Guide to the New Standards

What is the Common Core?

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a set of academic
standards that define what students should know and be able to do in
English language arts and mathematics at each grade level. The CCSS
were developed by a consortium of states, led by the National Governors
Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers, and were
adopted by most states in 2010.
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The CCSS are based on the belief that all students can learn at high levels
and that the best way to prepare students for college and careers is to
provide them with a rigorous and coherent education. The CCSS are
designed to ensure that all students are college and career ready by the
end of high school.
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Why is the Common Core Important?

The Common Core is important for several reasons:

= |t provides a clear and consistent set of expectations for what students
should know and be able to do at each grade level.

= |t helps to ensure that all students have access to a high-quality
education, regardless of their zip code.

= |t helps to prepare students for college and careers by providing them
with the skills they need to succeed in the 21st century.
What are the Common Core Standards?

The Common Core Standards are organized into two main areas: English
language arts and mathematics. The English language arts standards
focus on reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The mathematics
standards focus on numbers and operations, algebra, geometry, and
statistics and probability.

The CCSS are divided into grade levels, from kindergarten through 12th
grade. Each grade level has its own set of standards that build on the
standards from previous grades.

How is the Common Core Assessed?

The Common Core is assessed through a variety of methods, including:

» State tests
= National tests

= Classroom assessments



State tests are typically given at the end of each grade level and are used
to measure student progress towards the CCSS.

National tests are given to students in grades 3-8 and 11 and are used to
compare student performance across states.

Classroom assessments are used by teachers to monitor student progress
and to provide feedback on student learning.

What are the Benefits of the Common Core?

The Common Core has a number of benefits for students, teachers, and
parents.

For students, the Common Core:
= Provides a clear and consistent set of expectations for what they

should know and be able to do at each grade level.

= Helps them to develop the skills they need to succeed in college and
careers.

= Prepares them for the global economy.
For teachers, the Common Core:

= Provides a clear and consistent set of expectations for what they
should teach at each grade level.

= Helps them to identify and address student learning needs.

= Provides them with the tools they need to teach effectively.



For parents, the Common Core:

= Provides them with a clear and consistent set of expectations for what
their children should know and be able to do at each grade level.

= Helps them to support their children's learning at home.

= Prepares their children for success in college and careers.

What are the Criticisms of the Common Core?

The Common Core has also been the subject of some criticism.

Some critics argue that the CCSS are too rigorous and that they are not
developmentally appropriate for all students.

Other critics argue that the CCSS are too focused on testing and that they
stifle creativity and innovation.

It is important to note that the CCSS are not a curriculum. They do not tell
teachers how to teach or what materials to use. The CCSS are simply a set
of expectations for what students should know and be able to do at each
grade level.

It is also important to note that the CCSS are not a federal mandate. States
are free to adopt or not adopt the CCSS. However, most states have
adopted the CCSS because they believe that they are the best way to
prepare students for college and careers.

The Common Core State Standards are a comprehensive set of academic
standards that define what students should know and be able to do in
English language arts and mathematics at each grade level. The CCSS are



based on the belief that all students can learn at high levels and that the
best way to prepare students for college and careers is to provide them
with a rigorous and coherent education.

The CCSS have been the subject of some criticism, but they are also
widely supported by educators, parents, and business leaders. The CCSS
are a necessary step in improving education in the United States and
ensuring that all students have the opportunity to succeed in college and

careers.
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